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Read the selection and answer each question. 
 
A Good Idea

 
 
1 Josh and Peter were brothers. They lived on the bay in Maryland. Josh had a
good knife. He could carve with it. During the long winters he carved many
things. He made a dish. He made a spoon and a bowl. 
 
2 A hunter saw his carvings. He asked Josh to carve a wooden duck. He wanted
to use the carved duck to fool the real ducks. They would think the fake duck
was alive. Then they would swim to it to say hello. The hunter would shoot the
real ducks as they swam by. If the carved duck worked, the hunter would order
many. Josh would make lots of money. 
 
3 Josh was upset by the hunter. He did not want to hurt the ducks. They were
his friends. They came to the bay each winter. They had their babies there in
the spring. Then he had an idea. It was a very good idea. 
 
4 He carved a whistle instead. It made a screech like a hawk. Ducks were
scared of hawks. He and Peter went to the bay and blew the whistle. The sound
scared the ducks and they flew away. The hunters were very mad. 
 
5 Soon all the children near the bay wanted hawk whistles. Josh carved the
whistles while Peter sold them. They made lots of money. The children used the
whistles for all sorts of things. Some scared the crows away in their fields.
Others scared their friends at night. They all helped to scare the ducks so the
hunters could not hurt them. Soon the hunters went away. The bay ducks were
safe again.

1  What is the main message in the story?

A Do not do something you feel is wrong.

B Do not try to make a lot of money.

C Always help keep animals safe.

D Listen to what older people tell you.
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2 Which word best describes Josh?

F Boring

G Greedy

H Creative

J Funny

3 Why is paragraph 4 important in this story?

A  
The setting is described. 

B The main character solves his problem.

C  The moral of the story is stated to the reader.

D  
The main character is introduced. 

4  
The setting of this story is important because

F It gives steps on how to carve wood.

G  It explains why there are ducks and hunters.

H  It explains why two brothers work together.

J  
 
It gives the reader a reason to read this story.

5 The word fool in paragraph 2 means

A A clown

B To trick

C  
To be serious 

D To play around
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Read the selection and answer each question. 
 
Pete the Pig 
 
1 Tina calls me over to her house. She says she has a surprise. After I get there
and knock, I can hear the surprise. 
 
2 Oink! Oink! 
 
3 The door opens. “Hi, Robert. Meet Pete,” Tina says with a smile. A small pig
stands next to Tina. 
 
4 “Why is a baby pig here?” I ask. 
 
5 “We are helping him get ready to live on a farm. He is my newest pet!” Tina
says. 
 
6 I put my bag by the door. I go to pet Pete, but he walks right by me and over
to my bag. He sticks his nose inside it. 
 
7 Oink! Chomp! Oink! 
 
8 “Pete! Get out of there,” shouts Tina’s dad. As Pete runs away, I see my
apple in his mouth. Tina’s dad runs after Pete. 
 
9 “Oh, no! My apple,” I say, picking up my bag. “I don’t want to get to know
Pete! I’m getting out of here.” 
 
10 “Wait! Pete isn’t bad. He was just excited. He is only a baby,” Tina says. 
 
11 Right then, Tina’s dad walks back in with Pete. “Robert, did you know that
pigs are really smart? You can even teach them tricks like dogs,” he says.
 
12 “Watch!” Tina says. She holds up a small carrot, and Pete sits down right
away. Then, Tina holds out her hand. Pete reaches out with his left leg. He gives
her a high-five. As Tina gives Pete the carrot, I smile. 
 
13 “You try,” Tina says. 
 
14 I put my hand out like Tina did. Pete gives me a high-five too! Now I am
laughing. 
 
15 I put my bag down again. Pete starts to move closer to it. “Leave it,” Tina
says, and Pete stops. 
 
16 “Wow, he really is smart,” I say. 
 
17 Just then, Tina’s dad brings me a new apple. He says, “Keep this one away
from Pete.” 
 
18 I give Pete a pat and say, “I will!” 
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6 What is the setting of this story?

F A farm

G Robert’s house

H Tina’s house

J School

7 Which sentence from the story tells when Robert’s feelings about Pete start to
change as he learns something new?

A As Pete runs away, I see my apple in his mouth.

B “I don’t want to get to know Pete!”

C As Tina gives Pete the carrot, I smile.

D "You try," Tina says.

8  
Read the sentence from paragraph 8
 
“Pete! Get out of there,” shouts Tina’s dad. 
 
How did Tina’s dad most likely feel when he said this?

F afraid

G angry

H hurt

J worried

9 What happens after Pete takes Robert’s apple out of his bag?

A Tina introduces Robert to Pete.

B Tina’s dad yells at Pete.

C Tina opens the door.

D Robert picks up his bag and starts to leave.

10 What is the theme of the story? Use words from the story in your answer.
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